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Master’s in Philosophy

Philosophy of the Humanities 
and the Social Sciences



'The Philosophy department at the 
University of Amsterdam is the largest in the 
Netherlands, and it has a long tradition in 
training Philosophy students. We are also 
very proud of our Spinoza Chair.'

In the Philosophy of the Humanities and the Social Sciences 
programme, you will study philosophy in conjunction with 
another field of study for two years. There are two 
specialisations:
• philosophy of the social sciences
• philosophy of the humanities
In the first specialisation, you will learn to look 
philosophically at subjects such as sociology, political 
science, anthropology, economics or public administration. 
In the second, you will study philosophy in conjunction 
with disciplines such as history, literary studies, art history, 
et cetera.
Your philosophical specialisation will take up 60 ECTS; the 
other 60 ECTS will be devoted to the study of one of the 
social sciences or a humanities discipline, resulting in a highly 
interdisciplinary programme. You will flesh out the study 
programme in consultation with the Master’s coordinator 
based on your interests and prior education.

Dr Huub Dijstelbloem



History and 
Philosophy of the 
Humanities
In this course, we
will first discuss the 
rise of the modern 
philological 
humanities. Their 
roots will appear to 
lie in earlier 
processes of 
vernacularization, in 
which classical lan- 
guages of learning 
were replaced by 
local vernaculars. 
A study of this 
process will also 
provide a surprising 
perspective on the 
history of early 
modern philosophy 
in Europe. Thus, we 
will explore, among 
others, the ideas of 
Kant and Vico on 
national character, 
and Nietzsche’s views 
on philology, 
tragedy, and 
nationalism.

Career prospects
After completing the Philosophy of the 
Humanities and the Social Sciences 
programme, you will be broadly 
educated and you will possess very 
good analytical skills. This will be 
extremely useful in an academic career, 
but also in a wide range of other 
professions.
You will be able to work in many fields, 
precisely because you have studied 
philosophy in conjunction with another 
discipline, e.g. as a researcher or teacher 
in semi-academic contexts, such as 
governmental institutes and 
investigative journalism, or in 
education.

Spotlight on a 
course



Degree
Master’s in 
Philosophy

Duration
2 years / 120 ECTS
Full-time

Application 
deadlines
1 March non-EU/EEA
15 May EU/EEA

Start
1 September

Language of 
instruction
English

CROHO
60128

Key data
Entry requirements
This Master’s programme is open to 
students with a Bachelor’s degree from 
the UvA, or an equivalent degree from 
another university, in:
• Philosophy, provided you meet the 
entry requirements for education at 
Master’s level in the field of the social 
sciences or the humanities.
• A Bachelor’s degree that provides 
access to education at Master’s level in 
the field of the social sciences or the 
humanities, which includes a (relevant) 
minor in Philosophy worth 30 ECTS 
and a Philosophy of Science module.
• A university Bachelor’s degree other 
than the ones specified above. The 
Examinations Board will then look at 
the specifics of your Bachelor’s degree, 
your grade point averages and your 
Bachelor’s thesis, as well as your 
motivation. It is possible that that you 
must first complete the pre-Master’s 
programme, provided you are eligible 
for this. Please check:
uva.nl/ma-philosophy
-humanities-social-sciences

Contact

Faculty of Humanities

Admissions Office
T: +31 (0)20 525 4481
E: admissionsma-fgw@uva.nl


